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“For God so loved the 

world, that He gave His only 

begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in Him 

should not perish, but have 

everlasting life.” John 3:16  

 

Christmas is spelled  

L-O-V-E. What is the 

Christmas message? John 

3:16. God gave us the gift of 

love on Christmas Day. 

When you hear it said or 

sung, “What the world needs 

now is love,” the truth is 

being spoken. I need it. You 

need it. Your child needs it. 

An elderly man or woman 

sitting alone in a nursing 

home today needs it. The 

check-out person at Publix 

needs it. A child abandoned 

and alone in a children’s 

home needs it, too. 

God sent His one and only 

Son as the Savior. God knew 

we couldn’t save ourselves. 

So, God sent His Son to be 

born in a manger, to die on a 

cross, to rise again into 

glory, and to come again to 

redeem God’s church. What 

an incredible, life-giving gift 

has been shared with each of 

us! 

Merry Christmas! 

I hope you won’t miss out on 

some highly valuable ways 

to appreciate this wondrous 

gift that are offered here at 

Christ By The Sea: 

Advent Vespers 

Wednesdays, 6:30pm, 

December 5, 12, 19 

Christmas Cantata on 

December 15, 4:30pm and 

7:00pm 

Christmas Eve worship on 

December 24 at 3pm and 

5pm. 

Peace,  Cliff 

Cliff’s Notes                            Rev. Cliff V. Melvin 

DECEMBER 2018 

Soundings 3755 Highway A1A  

Vero Beach, FL 32963  

772.231.1661 | cbtsumc.org 

Spiritual Growth 
Plan for CBTS 
After a year of 
development, and Pastor 
Cliff introducing this new 
plan in November, we are 
pleased to offer the 
opportunity for our 
members to grow 
specifically and 
purposefully in their 
spiritual journey with Jesus. 
The growth model uses the 
Movement of God’s Grace 
in our life as a key 
component. You are invited 
to learn more about the plan 
by signing up for a trained 
mentor to introduce the 
model to you and assist you 
in your own growth plan. 
Sign up for a mentor at the 
table in the narthex or by 
sending Pastor Cliff a 
request.                 

https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-16.html
https://www.biblestudytools.com/john/3-16.html
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+3:16
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+3:16
http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=joh+3:16


 

 

Worship 
3:00 p.m. 

& 

5:00 P.M. 

 Christmas Eve  

Candlelight  

Services 

We will have  

two morning  

worship  

services  

starting in  

 

January 

8:30 am  

&  

11:00 am 

 

Sunday School  

9:45 a.m. 
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Christmas Eve (Communion served at 5:00 pm)  



 

 

Connect 

3 

Letters from Prison  

Winter Women’s Bible Study 

Colossians and Philemon 
 

Plan to start 2019 with a thought provoking study surrounded by 

new and old friends. Thursday January 10, 10:00am we begin with the letter Paul wrote to Colossae 

while imprisoned, probably in Rome, around AD 60.  

Paul tells the Colossians, as they have received Christ, so they must walk in Christ, who is fully 

sufficient – not only as Savior but as Creator and Ruler of the whole world. False teachers  in the early 

church were challenging the sufficiency of Christ. Christians in the early church faced a swirl of 

heretical philosophies and religious views much like in our world today making the message of 

Colossians relevant and alive in many ways. 

Study author Dr. Kathleen Nielson uses her great love for and understanding of literature to lead a rich 

study of the Holy Scripture. This study highlights the importance of meditation and self-discovery 

while providing just enough gentle guidance to steer us to the Good Shepherd as our only hope and 

strength. 

Now is the time to register for the study. Study books are $6.00 each and will be ordered shortly. 

Please register at the Connection Point as soon as possible. 

You are invited to join us for Coffee and Conversation (Tea and Talk) at 9:30am in Ratcliff Hall. 
Study 10:00-11:30am, January 10-April 12. Questions call June Traylor at x302.  

Walking In The Light – January 26, 2019 Women’s Seminar 

Since the beginning, people of God have sewn fig leaves to cover the effect of shame. The need to 

keep these ‘fig leaves” drives us… from overworking to over spending, from dominating 

conversations to shrinking away from them. Either way, the effect of shame separates us: from God, 

from ourselves, from others. But Jesus has made a permanent way out of the darkness and into His 

glorious light. Using personal narrative and Biblical examples our 2019 speaker, Lou Bayly Mahr, 

will explore ways we too ‘sew fig leaves for ourselves and then through repentance and faith step into 

light and walk joyfully and freely with our Savior. Her winsome presentation provides a morning of 

thoughtful consideration and encouragement. Registration and coffee at 8:30 am, seminar 9:00 am—

12:30 pm. Plan to attend and enjoy music with our own Dr. David and Pat Moon, instruction from 

Lou Bayly and an extended refreshment time for meeting  new friends and connecting with long-

standing ones. Tickets are $20 and available by credit card at our website: www.cbtsumc.org/events. 

Brochures with registration form are available in the Narthex and Ratcliff Hall and may be paid with a 

check or cash. Contact Marion Czaja with questions (772) 205-2732. 

 
But if we walk in the light as He is in the light we have fellowship with one another  

and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

I John 1:7 

http://www.cbtsumc.org/events
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Calling New Recruits for Beachland Partnership  

 

Beachland Elementary School is located just a few blocks from Christ by the Sea. We continue to expand 

our Partnership by providing volunteers in any number of positions. Talk to those currently serving and you 

will hear about joy in their service coupled with a great admiration for the dedicated teachers and 

administrators who not only instruct but invest into the lives of precious children. 

Last year over 20 volunteers from Christ by the Sea listened to children read, assisted in special events, 

provided assistance to classroom teachers, offered lunch relief to the receptionist, and prepared classroom 

materials at home. Volunteers offered one to two hours once or twice a week.  

Please consider volunteering as the New Year begins.  A simple contact form is required and first time 
volunteers receive an orientation and facility tour. Please contact Jane Bryant (772) 778-1108 or sign up on 
the Ratcliff Hall Serve Bulletin Board.  You will be greatly rewarded in pure joy.  

 “There’s no place like home for the Holidays” Allen and Stillman 

Help someone to have a house that they can call a home; a secure place for children and 

a place into which they can proudly invite friends. Habitat gives needy people a hand 

up.  Help us build a house on our next CBTS scheduled morning on Saturday, Dec. 15. 

We’ll work from 7:30 am ‘till noon.  No tools or special skills required. 

For information or to volunteer, contact Howard Leary howard@hleary.com,  
(908) 655-6072 or sign up in Ratcliff Hall. 

Serve 

mailto:howard@hleary.com
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Finance 
During this Christmas season, we extend an extra 

warm welcome not only to our congregation, but to 

our former members, neighbors, and the families and 

friends of all to come and  worship.   

No matter where you live now or how infrequently 

you attend services, we’d love to see you this 

Christmas.  

December marks the half-way point through our fiscal 

year budget.   You have probably noticed plans from 

our illustrated budget brochure coming into place. 

Worship and ministry is protected  through local officers, in 

conjunction with our safety and security team this year.  Two planned point of view discussion 

groups  took place as noted  in preparation for the 

special denomination general conference next year.   

Connect ministry added a new mentoring program to enrich 

your personal spiritual growth this year.  The Serve  

team added a new Social Justice ministry to the 23 other 

endeavors offered.  Trustee capital  projects  these past 

months included insurance negotiations and repairs 

from severe lighting damage last July.  (Determination 

of Chancel lights and organ coverage is still pending.)  

The playground has been renovated and the bathrooms 

remodeled.   

If you are contemplating  donations this holiday season, 

please keep the church in mind.  It is through the 

donations of every individual and family in the 

congregation that we are able to carry on God’s work.    

Visit www.cbtsumc.org to give on line.   

We thank you for your generosity and support! 

Year-End Giving Reminders: 
Please take a moment to be sure that your 
giving is at the desired level that you had 
intended for the calendar year 2018.  Look 
for your courtesy statement to be e-mailed 
early December to help you plan. 
 

 

Gifts must be received at the church or 
postmarked by December 31 to receive 
the tax benefit in the current tax year. 
 

 

ACH —Transaction must process before 
4 pm ET on 12/28/18. 

 

Credit/Debit Cards—Transaction must 
process by 11:59 ET, 12/31/18 to count as 
a 2018 transaction. 

 

Please consider the church your first 
choice for special year-end gifts.  

 

2018 Boxed Giving Envelopes will be 
available in the Narthex Sunday, 
December 30th, 2018. 

Merry Christmas 
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Extra gifts beyond your tithe can be designated to 
Endowment, offering a legacy in perpetuity. 

 

PRIMARY CHURCH ENDOWMENT —Established 1992.   

An allotment from annual interest/earnings provides vital funding of 

Trustee capital projects. 

 

HELENE AYERS ORGAN ENDOWMENT – Established 2002  

Interest & earnings provide on-going organ maintenance,  

overhaul, or organ replacement. 

ED KUSEL DISCIPLESHIP ENDOWMENT  - Established 2009 

Earnings for new programs enhancing a deeper spirituality and/or growth in discipleship. 

CBTS SCHOLARSHIP FUND—Established 2015 

Annual earnings and up to 10% principal awarded annually for higher education. 

 

WORSHIP ARTS ENDOWMENT—Newly Established 11/20/2018 

Earnings  maintain, develop and enhance the Worship Arts Program.  This ranges from as-

sisting in large maintenance expenses to all instruments and AV systems, the acquisition of 

new instruments and materials, and the creation of new worship arts ministries in addition 

to supporting the current ones. 

 



 

 

We are now receiving 

orders for Christmas 

Poinsettias.   

ENVELOPES ARE 

AVAILABLE IN THE 

CHURCH OFFICE  

OR IN THE SANCTUARY PEWS.   

Orders are due by Sunday, December 10th. 

MESSAGE FROM THE UMW PRESIDENT 
 
It is hard to believe that 2018 is now nearing its end. 
And what a year it has been!! Mass shootings in our 
country, killing of innocent children and people. These 
individuals  that commit these atrocities are mentally 
ill. Mental Disease must start to begin to be addressed 
by our leaders of this country. Horrific wildfires 
causing untold loss of life and property, hurricanes, 
And our own country's leaders at war with one 
another. As the UM Church Conference is upon us in 
February, and a final vote must be taken.  We must 
continue to pray for a positive outcome for our church, 
and pray in earnest; that things must change for the 
better not only in our country but the world. 
 
Before I close;  this is my last message as the UMW 
President.  Spending two years as Vice President and 
three as President has been most rewarding and indeed 
a blessing. Allowing me the opportunity to attend our 
District meetings, and affording me the opportunity of 
meeting new friends, like minded people who love the 
Lord and who work so that our missionaries in the 
field can spread the work of Christ and do His work.. 
Lastly, working with a board that was just marvelous. 
We were like a well oiled machine. Kudos to Julie 
Madsen, Vice-President, now the incoming President. 
Kathie Althoff, Treasurer, Marion Czaja, Secretary, 
Mary Walker, our "spiritual worker", Roberta 
Dougherty, Membership and now incoming Vice 
President, and last is Rosemary Gagliardi, Chair of 
Nominations who will pass the 
baton to Delores Mackey. 
Farewell!  My wishes to all of my 
church family for a blessed 
Christmas and New Year. 
 
God Bless, Toby Ann Mann 
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A BIG Pumpkin Patch thank you to all  who helped make this 

a big success!   

A large percentage of the  congregation participated in 
some way, unloading, selling, baking, face painting, 
bouncing, hay riding or cleaning up!  This was especially 
rewarding as we all interacted together and got to know 
each other better! We were able to introduce ourselves to 
many. They were able to see what nice people we are and 
how much fun our church family can be! The homemade 
soups, bake goods and smiley face painters were special 
and rewarding as well. While the Patch is a great marketing 
tool for us, we did raise almost $4000!  
Once again the caring and benevolent 
people of CBTS made a difference!   
  
Blessings, Dave and Kathie Althoff  

Anniversaries 

12/5 Jacob and Susannah Cowart 

12/11 Larry and Janet Zeigler 

12/17 William and Mary Lou Nicholas 

12/19 Charles and Dottie Smith 

12/23 Max and Elaine Moore 

12/24 Miguel Bonachea and Genia Franco 

12/27 Peter and Shirley Pruitt 

12/28 Bob and Muriel Marshall 

12/29 Jay and Elaine Thompson 

12/29 Wayne and Ruth Collier 

12/31 Kevin and Edie Housel 

Birthdays 11- Paul Chatterton 
11- Deana Malchow 
11- Charles Troutman 
11 - Richard Ray 
13 - Charles Smith 
13 - Debbie Clement 
14 - Betty Foster 
14 - Francesca Breese 
16 - Sally Jones 
20 - Carole Niles 
22 - Gail Rodgers 
22 - Ivy Richards 
23 - Max Moore 
24 - Audrey Johnson 
28 - Kathy Latimer  
28- Edward Rogers 
31 - Bob Lewis  
31- Dorrie Brown 
31– Phyllis Plowden 

01 - James Chastain 
01 - Lucille Havens 
01 - Wilma Lallier 
01– Jacqueline Reck 
02 - Candy Sette 
03– Ron Jones 
05 - Roberta Dougherty 
05– Miguel Bonachea 
06 -  Eureka James 
07 - Al Gustave 
07 -  Jay Hart 
07 - Al Gustave 
08  - Suzanne Breese 
08 - Florence Earp 
09 - Suzanne Bonnett 
10 - Audrey Hutchinson 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

      1 

9am—Cantata 

Rehearsal 

7pm—Special 

Gathering 

Christmas Play 

2 
9am—Sunday 
School 
10am—Worship 
Service 

3 
10am—Al-Anon 
Noon—AA 
4pm—Emmaus 
5:15pm—
Liturgical Dance 
7pm– Bible Study 
8pm– AA 

4 

9:30am—Spiritual 

Growth Meeting 

1pm—Ladies by the 

Sea 

4pm—Serve Mtg. 

5 

10:30am—Staff Mtg. 

UMW Christmas 

Luncheon 

4pm—Bells 

4:30pm—Liturgical 

Dancers 

5:30pm—Dinner 

6:30pm—Advent 

Vespers 

6 
1pm—Support for 
Caregivers 
1pm—Crafts 
1pm—The Club 
3pm—Social Justice 
Mtg. 
5:30pm—AA 
6pm—Chancel Choir 
7pm—Cantata Choir 

7 8 

8am—Band of 

Brothers 

8:30am—Book 

Club 

9 
9am—Sunday 
School 
10am—Worship 
Service 
12:15pm—Source 

10 
10am—Al-Anon 
Noon—AA 
4pm—Emmaus 
5:15pm—
Liturgical Dance 
7pm– Bible Study 
8pm– AA 

11 

10am—Grief 

Support  

1pm—Ladies by the 

Sea 

4pm—Trustee 

12 

10am—UMW Board 

Mtg. 

10:30am—Staff Mtg. 

4pm—Bells 

4:30pm—Liturgical 

Dancers 

5:30pm—Dinner 

6:30pm—Advent 

Vespers 

13 
 
1pm—Crafts 
1pm—The Club 
5:30pm—AA 
6pm—Chancel Choir 
7pm—Cantata Choir 

14 15 

7:30am—

Habitat Work 

Day 

4:30 & 7pm—

Christmas 

Cantata  

16 
9am—Sunday 
School 
10am—Worship 
Service 
Becoming Acquainted 

17 
10am—Al-Anon 
Noon—AA 
4pm—Emmaus 
7pm– Bible Study 
8pm– AA 

18 

1pm—Ladies by the 

Sea 

4pm—Finance Mtg. 

19 

10:30am—Staff Mtg. 

4pm—Bells 

5:30pm—Dinner 

6:30pm—Advent 

Vespers 

20 
11:45am—OWLS 
1pm—Support for 
Caregivers 
1pm—Crafts 
1pm—The Club 
5:30pm—AA 

21 22 

23 
9am—Sunday 
School 
10am—Worship 
Service 

24 
10am—Al-Anon 
Noon—AA 
 
3 & 5pm—
Christmas Eve 
Candle Light 
Service  

25 
Church Office 
Closed 

26 
Church Office Closed 

27 
Church Office 
Closed 

28 
Church Office 
Closed 

29 

30 
9am—Sunday 
School 
10am—Worship 
Service 

31 
10am—Al-Anon 
Noon—AA 
8pm– AA 

     


