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I hope everyone is having a good summer. If you haven’t been in 

Vero Beach, let me just say it is HOT! Two record highs have 

been set this summer.  

At the church, we are currently gearing up for some significant 

repairs to our sound and lighting systems after a serious lightning 

strike in July, preparing for the fall studies, making plans for fall 

worship, and enjoying the slightly slower pace of summer in 

Vero Beach. This week the dragonflies have been swarming all 

over the island. That’s an interesting site! 

In a reading from The Upper Room during July, I read some important words: “No 

matter my age, God can use my life to bless others”. Galatians 6:9 says, “Let us not 

become weary in doing good, for at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not 

give up”. There are so many ways to bless others, no matter what our age or condition. 

A prayer spoken for another in need, a smile shared with a forlorn looking person, a 

word of encouragement to a person struggling in life, giving guidance in an area you 

have deep experience, or giving support through providing a meal. If we are open to 

being used by God and keep our eyes and ears open to the leading of the Spirit you will 

be amazed at the variety of means you have at your disposal to bless others and serve 

God. 

A quick reminder that at our Wednesday Dinner on August 8, The Source’s new 
culinary ministry will be cooking our meal and they will share with us about it’s 
successes here in the county. Sign up to join us that evening. 

 

 

Cliff’s Notes                          Rev. Cliff V. Melvin 
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By Dr. Marcos Daniel Flores, Worship Arts Director 

During the week of July 17-21, I had the privilege of attending the Handbell Musicians of America 2018 
National Seminar at Grand Rapids, Michigan.  Handbell’s faculty, performers, composers, directors, and 
vendors from all over the nation and abroad shared a week full of inspiring and instructive courses, stellar 
performances, and fellowship among handbell lovers.  As a first time attendee, I was amazed to discover 
the incredible capability of handbells as an instrument, as an ensemble, and as a ministry.  Praise God for 
allowing us to enjoy the gift of music especially through bells in worship! 

This memorable seminar comes at the perfect timing for me as the CBTS Bell Choir Director, and to our 
church’s bell ministry.  With the special gift from a church member, we just sent our Four Octave Bells set 
to the manufacturer Schulmerich Bells in Hatfield, PA.  Our first 3 octaves were purchased in 1980, and 
our 4th octave was purchased in 2006.  At the seminar, I was able to meet Marie Page and crew in person 
(picture below) who already scheduled our mostly 38-year old bronze bells for a complete refurbishing 
starting next month.  Our bells will be checked and disassembled for tuning, voicing, and polishing.  New 
parts, including a quick adjust clapper for each bell, will replace decades of wear and tear.  The final result 
will be like having a brand new set of bells again!  Along with this comprehensive work, we’ll be getting 
new cases, and new tables with new foam and new drapes.  In addition, we are getting new accessories for 
the bells such as mallets, singing dowels, and exciting new music. 

For our upcoming new season, we’ll see our bell choir ministry expand.  There will be two ensembles: a 
large ensemble using 3-4 octaves creating a full orchestral sound, and a smaller ensemble using 2-3 
octaves exploring challenging repertoire.  Also, aside from our usual monthly special music on Sundays 
and Christmas/Easter, you’ll see our bells having more participation and different roles in worship 
throughout the liturgical year.   We are truly blessed to have a handbell ministry as part of our Worship 
Arts Program at our church.  Our most sincere gratitude to all our devoted ringers, supporters, and CBTS 
for making this historical and inspiring ministry possible.  Amen! 

*If you would like to be part of our bell choir ministry, please contact Marcos Flores at  
mflores@cbtsumc.org or at (772) 231-1661 x303.  There will be an audition and members must have at 
least basic music reading skills.  No bell experience necessary.   
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Wednesday Night Dinner Takes Unexpected Turn 
For the past few years Wednesday Night Dinner attendees have enjoyed Too-Jays 
Catering and we were on track to begin again in September. A suggestion by Pastor 
Cliff caused us to consider the Dining with Dignity Training Program (DDTP) at The 
Source as a potential caterer.  

DDTP is a ground breaking new program offering culinary training as a way to change 
lives by assisting unemployed men and women replace limited skills, homelessness, 
addiction, and incarceration with new careers. The program is based on three beliefs: 
1. To use food as a tool to strengthen bodies physically and spiritually, empower 

minds, and build communities. 
2. To realize that people have an incredible capacity to transform their lives when they have the right tools 

and support. 
3. To provide real solutions and value to the community for long-term sustainability. 
 
The Community Church, Vero Beach utilized The Source for dinners last year and a conversation with Rev. 

David Johnson, Associate Pastor for Missions, was informative as he was highly complementary of the 

food and service provided. DDTP prepares the meal, serves and then completely cleans up!  

A meeting with Anthony Zorbaugh, The Source Executive Director, and Chef Joe Wisor , DDTP Director, 

resulted in an unexpected turn to replace our scheduled 5:30pm August 8, Covered Dish Supper with a 

catered dinner by the culinary training program.  Dinner cost will be as before $10.00 and advance 

reservations are required by Monday August 6, 10:00am. Dinner menu: Hawaiian Chicken, Citrus Yellow 

Rice, Vegetable, Salad, Dessert and Beverage.  

Following the August 8 dinner we have the option of continuing with DDTP for the 2018-19 year. The 

great advantage to this unexpected turn would be providing additional community opportunities for 

DDTP’s  three month food service training program, a delicious meal and staff who completely clean up 

after dinner. It also presents the opportunity to eliminate the use of paper plates as the staff is prepared to 

wash, dry and put away. 

Following dinner on August 8 Director Zorbaugh will present his passion for assisting homeless persons to 
become contributing members of society, ministry objectives, programs, review of the DDTP program 
including the number of area restaurants hiring program graduates, opportunities for volunteering with The 

Source and his perspective of what to do for and with a homeless person you encounter on the street. Come 
and hear the good news about what is happening at The Source and how Jesus is restoring lives in our 
community.  

Women’s Book Club Launches This Fall 

Ladies, if you love to read and discuss what you have read join us for a new adventure at CBTS – Women’s 

Book Club. Meetings are Saturdays 8:30am – 10:00am in the Church Conference Room as follows: 

September 8:  The Rock, the Road, and the Rabbi, by Kathie Lee Gifford and Rabbi Jason Sabel,  

Moderator Rebecca Fountain 

October 13: The Abolition of Man, by C.S. Lewis, Moderator June Traylor 

November 10:  The Light Within Me, by Ainsley Earnhardt, Moderator, Ann Danshaw 
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Puerto Rico Mission Trip – Joyful Service 

Very early Saturday, June 16, thirty people left for a mission trip to Puerto Rico. Most returned very late 
Saturday, June 23 (one remained in Puerto Rico).  Among that group were ten teenagers. The question 
arises –“Why a Mission Trip?”  Following are excerpts from “5 Reasons Every Teenager Should Go On A 
Mission Trip.” 

If you’ve ever been on a weekend retreat, you know how that experience can build community. People play 
together, eat together, stay up late together, and get up tired together… “Together” is a powerful word. 
Think of “together” as glue – the more broadly spread, the better a group bonds. Mission trips apply 
“together” to sense of adventure, desire to serve, develop relationship with God, daily experiences, broken 
comfort zones and much more. Pulling persons from their typical context helps them understand that the 
world is larger than their daily lives would have them believe. By beginning to understand another setting, 
one’s own context comes into truer focus. 

When coupled with intentional processing and worship, mission trips have the unique ability to challenge 
comfortable perceptions of God and the world. Faith steps beyond the doors of the church and demands to 
be applied to real-world living. 

Done well, mission trips help one take ownership and initiative. Eyes are opened. Passions are ignited. 
Possibilities are exposed. Pursuits begin. The Israelites used to build monuments by throwing together big 
piles of rocks to point at later and say, “That signifies God’s faithfulness in our nation.” For many, mission 
trips represent a time and a place when God worked in and through their lives.  

Ann Danshaw: It was truly a blessing for me to go to Juncos, Puerto Rico with the mission team. It opened 
my eyes and heart to why people go on such trips. The team was wonderful, we all worked so well together 
and grew to have great cohesiveness.  The people of the 1st Baptist Church of Juncos were so welcoming, 
so loving and so caring.  Christ was definitely there with all of us.  

Ed Danshaw: This was my first mission trip and it won't be the last.  I received more than I gave.  I learned 

more about the hearts and the minds of the people of Puerto Rico, the other members of the mission team 

and myself.  The youth that we were with gave me great hope for our future. 

Linda Minde: Thirty people many of us strangers, together for one week  becoming 

"family".  Working together, accomplishing lots.  Not only were we honored to help with cleaning up what 

Hurricane Maria left behind, an added bonus was to meet so many wonderful and kind people.   

Al Sammartino: The mission trip was great and the teens loved it. Stowe, one of the teens, expressed 
how grateful he was for what he has. Many of the teen expressed how much they enjoyed helping others. 

The people of Juncos, from young to old, shared love for all of us and just couldn’t do enough to make us 
feel welcomed. We went to serve the people instead the people served us. Al has led Vero Youth with a 

Mission for over 25 years –eight of the youth were from that group. 
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Endowment 
Our Endowment Committee members have been taking turns monthly, writing about financial opportunities 
available to all of us that would greatly help our church. The below article was written by Jim Anderson for the 
March 2017 issue of the Soundings and remains a great idea today.  
Howard Brewer, Chairman Endowment committee 
 

Charitable Gift Annuity 
Here’s a win–win idea for you: Create a charitable annuity that benefits our Endowment fund AND increases 
your current cash flow. That’s what a charitable annuity would do. Here’s an illustration: let’s assume that you 
are 80 years old and that you pay $100,000 for a charitable annuity. According to actuarial tables, you have a 50-
50 chance of living at least 9.4 more years. Let’s say that the $100,000 is now earning you interest of $3000 per 
year from bonds in your portfolio. The annuity will pay you $6,800 per year for the next 9.4 years. PLUS you get 
a first year charitable deduction of over $50,000. The Endowment fund gets a benefit when you die based upon 
the then cash value of the annuity. 
 
As you might guess, I’m a member of our Endowment Committee, as well as a member of our Trustees. I’m not 
an actuary, but I was a lawyer in the Legal Department of Connecticut General Life Insurance Company for the 
bulk of my career. I’m Jim Anderson and we live in Vero full time. Feel free to call me at 234-6260 if you would 
like to discuss. 
 
Written by Jim Anderson 

In Grateful Appreciation…. 

Partnered in vision,  

in generous legacy: 

Annuity from:   

Nora & Alan Smith 
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Good News 
We ended the 
year in the  

black! 

GENERAL OPERATING FUND: 

MINISTRY WAS FULLY FUNDED:  The fiscal year  
ended with a net income of $9,314.61 for our emergency 
reserves!  Operating income for the year exceeded last 
year by $1,839.  Expense came in under budget, ending 
the year in the black.   

DESIGNTED FUNDS: Designated gifts above and 
beyond the general fund provide additional ministry.  
These extra gifts provided $12,186  to the UM Children's 
Home for orphans and other children that had nowhere 
else to live.  We sent mission trips providing hurricane 
recovery for Key West and Puerto Rico with $27,968 plus 
over $9,000 sent through UMCOR.  Benevolence gifts of 
$11,737  were given this year to support our local 
community in need.   

ENDOWMENT: Endowment earnings and growth 
provided $6,000 this year for three scholarships through 
the Scholarship Fund.  The Endowment fund provided 
$70,000 toward  Ratcliff Hall air conditioners, church 
roof repairs and coating; bathroom remodeling, and 
ministry security efforts to keep  us safe. 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY MAKING 
MINISTRY HAPPEN! 

Be sure to pick up 
your copy of our 
2018-2019 fiscal 
year illustrated 
budget brochure at 
the church 
information center. 
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Anniversaries 
8/1— Myric & Cathy Kosco-Laite 

8/6—Alfred & Kathleen Whittet 

8/8—William & Roberta Forrest 

8/8—George & Eureka James 

8/13—Al & Betty Jean Sammartino 

8/13—Ronald & Stephanie Moreland 

8/13—Robert  & Jeanne Holmes-Buttner 

8/17—Ralph & Betty Alewine III 

8/18—-Don & Judy Combs 

8/21—Byron & Deanna Himelick 

8/21—MacDonald & Patricia Rice 

8/23—David  P. & Pat Moon 

8/30—Chuck & Sandra Stevens 

 

 

 

 

We have now run successful Pumpkin Patches the past several years.  It is a fun project for our church that 

brings us all together and  welcomes neighbors and folks from the community of Vero Beach.  As we have 

said many times “The Patch” is a great marketing tool for our church!  We get very positive publicity!  We 

also get the chance to work with and get to know our fellow parishioners—young and old!  Our pumpkins 

from the Navajo Indian reservation are always the best around. 

Scheduled delivery is Friday 4:00 PM on 10/12.  We will be up and running by Saturday 10/13 thru 10/31.  As 

we all know this is a demanding project and requires many volunteers.  We hope those of you who migrate 

north will come back early and enjoy the fun and great October 

weather! Naturally those of us who call “paradise” home year round 

will be needed as well. 

It is hard to believe that Pumpkin Patch 2018 is just around the corner.  

This is just a red alert with more information to come in the next 

couple months.  Get ready to serve “The Patch”!    

Peace—David  and Kathie Althoff 
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8/1—Sylvia Watts  

8/1—Tom Ellis 

8/2—Bonnie DeRenzo 

8/4—Gail Burton 

8/6—Stephanie 

Moreland 

8/6—Barbara D’Arcy 

8/7—Peg Kindy 

8/7—Terry Hopper 

8/7—Lindsey Bassue 

8/9—William Forrest 

8/9—Allen Clement 

8/9—Jean Ueltschi 

8/11—Adrian Bakker 

8/13—Nancy Hamilton 

8/15—Ronald Kindy 

8/15—Robert Otto 

 

8/16—Ron Farabee 

8/16—Shirley Murphy 

8/17—Nancy Briggs 

8/20—Shirley Heyd 

8/20—Kathe Melin 

8/21—Nancy Sayford 

8/21—Ava-Maria Miriam 

Pereira Sette 

8/23—Mary Ann Roussin 

8/27—John Bryan 

8/27—Janet Cole 

8/27—Jack Fekety 

8/27—Donna Wright 

8/28—Marjie Ritter 

8/28—Judith Walck 

8/29—Dorothy Horning 

8/31—Cathy Kosco-Laite
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AUGUST 2018 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

   1 

10:30am—Staff 

2 

1pm—Crafts 

1pm—The Club 

5:30pm—AA 

3 4 

5 

9am—Sunday 

School 

10am—Worship 

Service 

6 

10am—Al-Anon 

Noon– AA 

4pm—Emmaus 

8pm—AA 

7 8 

10:30am—Staff 

5:30pm—Dinner 

6:15pm—

Christian 

Enrichment 

9 

1pm—Crafts 

5:30pm—AA 

10 11 

8am—Band of 

Brothers 

12 

9am—Sunday 

School 

10am—Worship 

Service 

12:15pm—Source 

13 

10am—Al-Anon 

Noon– AA 

4pm—Emmaus 

8pm—AA 

14 

10am—Grief 

Support 

4pm—Trustee 

15 

10:30am—Staff 

16 

11:45am—OWLS 

1pm—Crafts 

5:30pm—AA 

17 18 

9am—3pm 

District 

Training Port 

St. Lucie  

19 

9am—Sunday 

School 

10am—Worship 

Service 

Becoming 

acquainted 

20 

10am—Al-Anon 

Noon– AA 

4pm—Emmaus 

8pm—AA 

21 

10am—Worship 

Committee 

4pm—Finance 

22 

10:30am—Staff 

23 

1pm—Crafts 

1pm—The Club 

5:30pm—AA 

24 25 

26 

9am—Sunday 

School 

10am—Worship 

Service 

27 

10am—Al-Anon 

Noon– AA 

4pm—Emmaus 

8pm—AA 

28 

4pm—Church 

Council 

29 

10:30am—Staff 

30 

1pm—Crafts 

1pm—The Club 

5:30pm—AA 

31  


