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To joyfully 

share the 

love of 

Christ as 

we… 

WORSHIP 

GOD 

CONNECT  

TO GROW 

& 

SERVE 

THE 

WORLD 

and the traditional candle-

lighting experience. 

If you follow this 

prescription for Christmas 

preparation you will be 

much more equipped to 

receive the gift of Christmas 

than if you shop more, sing 

Rudolf The Red-Nosed 

Reindeer, and go crazy in 

the shopping mall traffic! 

Peace, 

 

 

 

P.S. This year’s special 

Christmas offering will be 

to replenish the Fund For 
The Needy. This fund helps 

dozens of people each year 

to purchase food, keep their 

utilities on, keep a safe 

home for their children, etc. 

Thank you in advance for 

helping those in need. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Each year it seems the 

commercial Christmas 

decorations arrive even 

earlier. I want to be 

prepared for Christmas, 

but, decorations in 

October and sales in 

November will not do it 

for me. I want to offer a 

couple of ways to help 

you and me prepare for 

Christmas in a more 

helpful manner that is 

focused on the true 

meaning of this incredible 

season of Incarnation. 

First, and this may seem 

obvious, but, often gets 

neglected, is to be in 

church each Sunday as the 

worship times lead us and 

guide us deeper into the 

season of Christ’s birth. 

Second, every Wednesday 

in Advent we will be 

holding Advent Vesper 

services at 6:30pm. These 

moving worship 

experiences will draw us 

progressively inward to 

prepare our hearts for the 

birth of Jesus. Finally, find 

a way to reach out to 

someone in need. It may 

be through the Angel Tree 

or through a special gift to 

your favorite charity or 

supporting our Fund for 

The Needy or providing a 

meal for a poor family. 

The act of serving others 

will focus your mind and 

heart on the true meaning 

of Christmas. 

Also, don’t miss our 

fabulous Christmas 

Cantata which, this year, 

highlights celebrating 

unity and peace with 

music from around the 

world. And the Christmas 

Eve evening services will 

be very unique with harp, 

saxophone, a very special 

young soloist, an inspiring 

message about our God 

who is “always with us”, 

Cliff’s Notes                            Rev. Cliff V. Melvin 

DECEMBER 2017 

Soundings 



 

 

Worship 
4:00 p.m. 

& 

6:00 P.M. 

 Christmas Eve  

Candlelight  

Services 

We will have  

two morning  

worship  

services  

starting in  

 

January 

8:30 am  

&  

11:00 am 

 

Sunday School  

9:45 a.m. 
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Christmas Eve (Sunday worship service) 10:00 am  

9am Sunday School 



 

 

Connect 
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On November 12 we were privileged to welcome seven new members 

into the Christ by Sea Church Family. Five are introduced below with 

two to come in January! 

Arthur (Art) Burton: A native of Philadelphia, Art graduated from 
Princeton University with a degree in English and worked around the 

country in a variety of positions. Eighteen years ago he and Gail (see next) 
moved to Vero. When asked how he found his way to Christ by the Sea – 
he answered “random”. In any event the welcoming atmosphere of 

members and Pastor Cliff caused them to return and decide to join our 
church family. 

Gail Burton: A graduate of Wayne State University with a B.S. in 
Nursing, Gail was born in Detroit, Michigan and met Art and as a result 

of a blind date arranged by Art’s college roommate. Married in 1956 at 
Northern Park United Methodist Church they are the proud parents of 
four sons and grandparents of ten. Due to Art’s frequent job moves, Gail 

(as nurses can easily do) worked in a variety of nursing positions along 
the way. 

Helen Ferrell: Growing up in Huntersville, NC, Helen attended 
Hopewell Baptist Church in Davidson. She graduated from Alexandria 

Hospital School of Nursing in Virginia followed by a career in 
Obstetrical Nursing. Her nursing school roommate introduced her to her 
husband and they married in her home church. The proud mother of two 

– her son, Kenneth lives in Minnesota and daughter Sheri in North 
Carolina. Helen enjoys reading, computer games, and gardening. Helen 
has already participated in Women’s Bible Study along with sister (recent 

new member) Kay Caldwell. 
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Diane Macgowan: Diane moved to Vero over 21 years ago with husband 
Bob. Following his death she was invited to the CBTS Bereavement 

Group and found it most helpful. Occasionally she attended worship 
services and found Pastor Cliff’s sermons uplifting and enjoyed the warm 
friendly congregation. Born in New York she spent most of her adult life 

on Long Island where she was a history teacher. Among her hobbies she 
notes genealogy and gardening. Actually you can find her often teaching 
genealogy at the Indian River County Library or Richardson Center at 

IRSC.  

Leo Vollbracht: Another  New Yorker , Leo grew up on Long Island in 
Setauket and moved to Pittsburg, PA where he was a teacher of the deaf 

at a small private school. He received a BA from Indiana University of 
Pennsylvania and a M.ED from Carlow University. Approximately seven 
years ago he received a call to the pastorate and has served in the UMC 

for the past six years. In January he will become the assigned pastor for 
Lakewood UMC in Fort Pierce while pursuing a Masters of Divinity at 
Asbury Seminary. 
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Serve 

Serve Team Names New Leader for IRSC InterVarsity Christian Fellowship 

Gail Rodgers, Serve Team Leader, 

recently welcomed Lisa Melvin as our 

Serve Team’s liaison with Indian River 

State College (IRSC) InterVarsity. 

InterVarsity Christian Fellowship is a 

vibrant campus ministry that establishes 

and advances witnessing communities of 

students and faculty. With over 1,015 

chapters on 687 campuses, InterVarsity 

ministers to students and faculty through 

small group Bible studies, large group 

gatherings, leadership training, thoughtful discipleship, and life-changing mission 

trips. 

IRSC has been privileged to have as its InterVarsity staff person, Elsie Mokoban. Elsie 

is a unique blend of friend, mentor, seminary graduate, coach, confident and Disciple 

of Jesus Christ. Her relationship with students is legendary, having served in this 

capacity for the past 17 years, loved by multitudes of students and faculty alike. Her 

vision, simply stated: “To invite students, staff and faculty into a relationship with 

Jesus: to build leaders in Christ who are impacting IRSC, their communities and the 

world.” 

Lisa is quickly becoming familiar with the endeavors at IRSC and will have first-hand 

knowledge to share with us in ways we can assist. In the meantime she encourages us 

to pray for Elsie and her ministry. Christ by the Sea offers financial support for Elsie’s 

salary and scholarship money for students to attend conferences. For the past few 

years CBTS members have served as Pizza Delivery Persons to one of the Bible 

Studies lead by Elsie. Those who have assisted have been blessed both by their service 

and the students’ response. Check out the Serve Bulletin Board in Ratcliff Hall to keep 

abreast of timely information regarding this ministry and others. 

Early in 2018 the Serve Team will offer a “Ministry Fair” where our congregation will 

have the opportunity to meet Elsie in person and learn more about this ministry and 

others supported by Serve. Keep tuned for dates and times. 
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Two Excellent Reports 

The CBTS Samaritan Soup Bowl spearheaded by Rita Grimshaw and Peter Wynn, netted 

$1,910 to support the inter-faith transitional, temporary shelter for homeless families in 

Indian River County. Many thanks to all who volunteered those who attended! 

 

Over 140 boxes were collected for Operation Christmas Child and transported to the 
collection center by Co-Chair Cathy Hart. Once again the CBTS community was 
generous in support of this important endeavor to provide a Christmas Gift and Gospel 
Message to children around the world. 

Christmas Giving Beyond Our Walls 

 

 Partnering with Prison Fellowship, you have an opportunity to purchase a 

Christmas present for a child of an incarcerated Indian River County Resi-

dent. The parent suggests the present, you purchase the gift ($25 limit),  

bring to the church unwrapped, and it is delivered to the child with a note from the parent. 

Betty Sammartino (772-4473-3545) chairs this ministry. The angel tree will be in the Narthex 

November 26 with full instructions. 

 

Holidays for Heroes 
Military Moms Prayer Group of  Vero Beach are requesting treats for our troops to let them 
know that they are not forgotten.  Bags are  available in Ratcliff Hall with clear instructions. 
Jessie Marden (772- 234-7168) chairs this ministry.  
 
 

 

Patrick Shields and Cathy Hart load up the 

car to deliver the Operation Christmas 

Child Shoe Boxes.  



 

 

Finance 
 

In this season of gift giving to family, 

friends and those less fortunate, thank 

you for considering the church  in your 

Christmas and year-end plans each year. 

One gift  to consider this year could be 

to the special Christmas offering helping  

local families in need, or a gift to the 

general offering so critical for  minis-

tries, programs, outreach, and facilities,  

and the Endowment, for legacy long-

range planning too.   

Our fiscal year budget of $810,509 is detailed in an illustrated brochure available in the 

welcome center.  Your quarterly report is available there too.  It is through the donations of 

every individual and family in the congregation that we are able to carry on God’s work.     

Remember, you can use our electronic giving 

option for both regular offerings and one-time 

gifts. Visit us at cbtsumc.org at any time to set 

up an automatic donation plan, change your do-

nation plan, make a one-time donation or view 

your online donation history.   

 

We thank you for your generosity and support! 

Merry Christmas 

Year-End Giving Reminders: 
Please take a moment to be sure that your 
giving is at the desired level  that you 
intended for the calendar year 2017.   
 

Please consider the church your first 
choice for special year-end gifts.  
 

Gifts must be received at the church or 
postmarked by December 31 to receive 
the tax benefit in the current tax year. 
 

 

ACH  - ~ Transaction must process by 4 
pm ET 12/28/ 17 

 

Credit/Debit Cards—by 11:59 ET, 
12/31/17 

 

2018 Boxed Giving Envelopes will be 
available in the Narthex Sunday, 
December 31st, 2017. 
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Financial Snapshot: 
Budget for 2017/2018 is:  $810,509 

 

YTD Needed as of 10/31/2017: $239,141 

YTD Receipts as of 10/31/2017: $236,087 

 

October Average Worship:  254 

Average Attendance YTD:  316 
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The Endowment Fund was established in 1992, its purpose, to provide a base of income 

and earnings for the future of CBTSUMC. The income/earnings have been and is used for 

the repair, maintenance and acquisition of church property. Since 1992,  $418,984  has 

been distributed to the church trustees for the said purpose. This has been accomplished 

from the contributions from church members and friends. The sources have come from 

cash gifts, bequests in wills, trust distributions, life insurance, appreciated stock, and 

bonds and earnings of the fund. The fund is now in excess of $1,800,000. 

                                              Ways You Can Help 

If you haven’t as yet done so, consider: 

1] Putting the Endowment fund in your will. 

2] Give through a Revocable Trust. 

3] Consider a Charitable Gift Annuity. 

4] Support The Memorial Fund. Donations in the event of death of a friend or loved 

one 

5] Donate appreciated stock. 

6] Support the Alter Rose [Gifts of $30.00 or more will purchase a rose to be placed 

on the alter for specific significance [deaths, births, etc.]. 

 

All gifts in excess of $1,200.00 in one calendar year are acknowledged, if the donor wish-

es, on a bronze plaque in the Narthex 

For more information contact any member of the Endowment Committee or the Church  

Chair, 

Roy Daniels 



 

 

MEMO FROM THE UMW PRESIDENT 
 
I hope you all had a wonderful and filling Turkey Day with friends or loved ones.  Now 
Christmas is galloping along as is our Church Cantata on the 16th. We hope you are one 
of the lucky few that  joined our annual Christmas Luncheon at Bent Pine Golf Club.  

Looking into 2018, our January meeting  is our installation of new officers.  February 24, 
is our long awaited Trash and Treasure Sale. Donations may be brought in on Feb. 21-22. 
Set-up for the sale is Feb. 23.  All hands on deck for this event.  And a  reminder to our 
chefs please start baking, fixing soup, quiches, jam etc. to sell at the sale. I wish you all a 
blessed Christmas and New Year. 

 
Toby Ann Mann 

A BIG Pumpkin Patch thank you to all  

who helped make this a big success!   
 

A large percentage of the  congregation participated in some way, 
unloading, selling, baking, face painting, bouncing, hay riding or cleaning up!  This was 
especially rewarding as we all interacted together and got to know each other better!  
 
Our barrier island neighbors were excited the Patch was here! It was exciting to see 
young families, grandparents and little ones having fun. The first Saturday we were open 
was the largest crowd we have had! 
 
We were able to introduce ourselves to many. They were able to see what nice people we 
are and how much fun our church family can be! 
 
The homemade soups, bake goods and smiley face painters were special and rewarding as 
well. 

 

While the Patch is a great marketing tool for us despite losing a full weekend, we did 
raise almost $4000! 
 
Once again the caring and benevolent people of CBTS made a difference!  

 
Blessings, Dave and Kathie Althoff     
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We are now receiving orders for 

Christmas Poinsettias.   

ENVELOPES ARE 

AVAILABLE IN THE 

CHURCH OFFICE  

OR IN THE SANCTUARY 

PEWS.   

Orders are due by Sunday, 

December 10th. 

 

 

 
01 - James Chastain 
01 - Lucille Havens 
01 - Wilma Lallier 
02 - Candy Sette 

05 - Roberta Dougherty 
05– Miguel Bonachea 

06 -  Eureka James 
07 -  Jo Kusel 
07 -  Jay Hart 

07 - Al Gustave 
08  - Suzanne Breese 
08 - Florence Earp 

09 - Suzanne Bonnett 
10 - Audrey Hutchinson 

11- Paul Chatterton 
11- Deana Malchow 
11-Charles Troutman 
13 - Charles Smith 

13 - Debbie Clement 
14 - Betty Foster 

14 - Francesca Breese 
20 - Carole Niles 
22 - Gail Rodgers 
22 - Ivy Richards 
23 - Max Moore 

24 - Audrey Johnson 
28 - Kathy Latimer  

        28- Edward Rogers 
31 - Bob Lewis  

        31-Dorrie Brown 
31– Phyllis Plowden 
31 - Jennifer Asselin 

 

 

 

12/5 Jacob and Susannah Cowart 

12/11 Larry and Janet Zeigler 

12/17 William and Mary Lou Nicholas 

12/19 Charles and Dottie Smith 

12/23 Max and Elaine Moore 

12/24 Miguel Bonachea and Genia Franco 

12/27 Peter and Shirley Pruitt 

12/28 Bob and Muriel Marshall 

12/29 Jay and Elaine Thompson 

12/29 Wayne and Ruth Collier 

12/31 Kevin and Edie Housel 
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December 

12 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

     1 2 

7:30am—Habitat 

Work Day 

7pm—Special 

Gathering 

3 
 
9am—Sunday 
School 
 
10am– Worship 
Service 

4 
10am—Al Anon 
4pm—Emmaus 
Group 
5:30pm—
Liturgical Dance 
7pm—Christian 
Enrichment 
 

5 

1pm—Ladies by the 

Sea 

 

4pm—Serve Mtg. 

6pm—SPRC Mtg. 

6 

11:45am—UMW 

Christmas Luncheon at 

Bent Pine 

4pm—Bell Choir 

5:30pm Dinner  

6:30pm—Vespers 

 

7 
1pm—Craft Group 
6pm– Chancel Choir 
7pm—Cantata Choir 
6:30pm—Suicide 
Grievers Support 
Group 

8 9 

8am—Band of 

Brothers 

10 
 
9am—Sunday 
School 
 
10am– Worship 
Service 

11 
10am—Al Anon 
4pm—Emmaus 
Group 
5:30pm—
Liturgical Dance 
7pm—Christian 
Enrichment 

12 

10am—Grief Support 

Group 

1pm—Ladies by the 

Sea 

4pm—Trustee Mtg. 

13 

4pm—Bell Choir 

5:30pm Dinner  

6:30pm—Vespers 

14 
11:45am—OWLS 
1pm—Craft Group 
1pm—Sacred Circle 
6pm– Chancel Choir 
7pm—Cantata Choir 
6:30pm—Suicide 
Grievers Support 
Group 

15 16 

4:30 & 7pm—

Christmas Cantata 

17 

 

9am—Sunday 

School 

10am– Worship 
Service 
Becoming 
Acquainted 

18 

10am—Al Anon 
4pm—Emmaus 
Group 
5:30pm—
Liturgical Dance 
7pm—Christian 
Enrichment 

19 

1pm—Ladies by the 

Sea 

4pm—Finance Mtg. 

20 

4pm—Bell Choir 

5:30pm Dinner  

6:30pm—Vespers 

21 
1pm—Craft Group 
1pm—Sacred Circle 
6pm– Chancel Choir 
7pm—Cantata Choir 
6:30pm—Suicide 
Grievers Support 
Group 

22 23 

24 

9am—Sunday 

School 

10am– Worship 
Service 
 
Candlelight 
Services 
4 & 6pm 

25 
Christmas Day 
Church office 
Closed 

26 

Church office 
Closed 

27 
Church office Closed 

28 

Church office Closed 

29 

Church office 
Closed 

30 

31 

9am—Sunday 
School 
10am– Worship 
Service 

      


